Royal Manchester Golf Links ~ A Course Coronation
Wick Ciattei

Adfeer the golf caurse boom af the l.m 1990 s,
the mid-Arlanric area has seen o significant
drop in the number of new public courses
heing spened. Trends show more clasing
their doors than apening their fairvays
Thut's why when o mew course aper E
el Caiele likes o be, in the words of James

Bond, “en tap af the siouation.” Tuse the 007 reference beoaise the

new course we examing tnday mare resembles ane vou'd find scross che
pond than a stareside lvour. Rival Mancheseer Giolf Links near York,
Pennsvlvania, is o slice of English leathers spread over o rolling plarean high
: the bunks of the Susguehanng River This wonderful public facilioy
et the carpet in late June af this vear.

The npening culminared an
agenizingly, long 10 vears of name
and management changes and
delavs, Years i

ars agn, Penns
Prower and Lighe (PP&L) seugho
tr huild 3 eourse on g Bluff

averonking ies nearby Brunner
Island Pewer Plant. Local galfers
waired with anticiparion as a
eouple of companics eontracred by
PR tried to open the course,
knewn then as Phoenic Golfl Links, bue they fuiled. Urhon legend has ic
thut hlack ash fram the plant was used for the bunkers ins
The projest was harely an life suppore uneil
Raspberey Golf Management was hired

¢ PPEL for a final push. Wich Raspberry

sarer projedt could come o
fruition. The management team first cpped
architeet Tim Freeland o finish what
had heen started, Much of the designer's
is direetly handed o Raspberry. He
assisred Crary in crearing Raspherey
Falls in Lewshurg, Virginia, and then wene
sada for che firse time with Old Hickory in
Wondbridge, Virginia. Wich che goll archirect
an their ream, Raspherry Management

n concentrated an the infrsoricnee. A

FAUILEING o

heauriful, functional dubhouse
now enhanees the preperny’
entrance welosming plavers oo
pleasing golf experience.

As oppased 0 an established

iy, | play mv firse gamie ar a
relarively new galf cours i
a diffesent

high marks an many levels for
a recent apening. | found the
eotirse extremely plivabile, and the eanditions considering the reeent
crt-like w Mast golfers will find Roy

ather were above sverage,

hnles (h;( e right oo left is also o plus for the average play
the 1 sssille with o bump and
traditin |I Pugl shocorses ke St Andrews and Turnberee, The ather
noticeahle trait of the eourse is ﬂu. tall fescue graced mounds that line

a majoriey of the holes. The ample hluegrass firvays ook a bicof 2 hic
with the summer sizzle bur overall were in oustanding condigon. The
frane ine ar Royal b ropens with a straight avay par 4, a design
Feature | admire in o course becanse s ane of the casier hales and gives
plavers an appartunicy o stare an a good noce. The par 3 seeond hole
prowvides us a glimpse of the designer's characrenisoc mouches. Frecland's
huge green eomplex oraies and clever bunkering are evident here. A chunk
of the championship tees 6962 vards lengeh is found an the par 3 chird, a
sweeping degleg righe of almast 600 vards thae plays e one of the highest
points an the properey. Three orher eee bmoes are properly siouaced wich
the forward rees plaving juse aver 3000 vards. You'll find 2 shore par 4 on
bioth nines at Roval Manchester. The seventh is under 330 vards from

the white tees, and o leng haller can reach the green with favarable wind





